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FROM OUR PASTOR 
"Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and  

losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine  
in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost  

until he finds it?”  Luke 15:4 
Jesus spoke often of God’s love for humani-
ty, and in the fifteenth chapter of Luke’s 
Gospel we get a glimpse of the fullness of 

that love. Jesus uses two parables to show that God 
cannot rejoice in just 99% of humanity being saved…
he shows us that 1% still matters greatly to God. The 
shepherd will leave 99 sheep to go find the one that is 
lost (Luke 15:1-7). The woman will put aside nine pre-
cious coins, refrain from enjoying all they can do for 
her, while she searches for the tenth that was lost 
(Luke 15:8-10). One percent of the population matters 
to God as much as the 99%.  

As we all struggle with the new realities of COVID-19, 
much is being said about the 1% mortality rate. Why 
are we afraid of something that “only kills” 1% of 
those affected? “It’s just a 1% death rate, no worse 
than other diseases.”  In the Christian faith, these sta-
tistics should be filtered through the lens of Luke 15 as 
we remember that to God, 1% is still beloved and 
worth our effort to protect. A physician friend of mine 
recently pointed out a few additional statistics that are 
important for this conversation. A death rate of 1% is 
bad enough, a 1% death rate in US will mean 3.3 mil-
lion dead, but the effects of COVID-19 are not as sim-
ple as who lives and who dies. For example…based 
upon current findings of COVID-19 victims, it could 
also mean 62 million American’s hospitalized, 59 mil-
lion American’s left with permanent heart damage, 
and millions sustaining permanent lung damage, en-
during strokes, muscle weakness, and loss of cognitive 
function.  

Are there other diseases and injuries that cause these 
kinds of numbers? Yes. We spend billions of dollars 
fighting each of them. For COVID-19 we are simply be-
ing asked to alter our behavior a bit – wash your hands 
more with soap and water, stay 6 feet away from oth-
ers, wear a mask, don’t go out if you are sick, limit so-
cial engagements. We don’t like being told what to do, 
we don’t like inconvenience, we want things to go 
back to how they were….however….we are also taught 
to care deeply for the 1% who matter as much to God 
as you do.  

Recently, you were sent a survey to assess our readi-
ness to consider a return to in-person worship. I thank 
each of you that responded and offered your insight.  
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A return to in-person worship is one of the most chal-
lenging decisions I have faced as a pastor. The varia-
bles to consider are monumental and the factors are 
overwhelming. So, I try to do what I used to tell my 
daughter when she would get overwhelmed with life 
– take bitesize pieces – I look at the 1%. I see you, 
each of you, as beloved and vital to God’s kingdom 
and I want to do all in my power to make decisions 
that protect and honor you…all of you…100% of you.  

This article continues on page 2.  

LAITY SERVICE AWARD  
This year’s Laity Service Awards for the Appala-
chian District WNCC will be held online Sunday, 
November 8th at 3:00pm (rescheduled from 

October 18th). Details of how to attend tba.   

Wilkesboro United Methodist Lay Leadership  
Nominations Committee announces Hal Wilson  

as Lay Servant of the Year 2020.  

Since joining our church family in 2017, 
he has participated as a leader in Sun-
day School, Pancake Day, Youth mission 
trips, and multiple church committees. 
He is being recognized for his willing-
ness to help members of our church 
and community, showing great passion 

in hospitality and compassion toward clients in his 
workplace. He often goes above and beyond what is 
expected and takes the initiative to individually or 
lead maintenance projects around the church.  

Congratulations Hal!  
You are appreciated for all you do! 

UPCOMING GROUP EVENTS 
Wednesday, November 4, 11, 18 

@ 6:30pm—Bible Study 
Zoom. Details on page 4.  

Tuesday, November 10 
@ 11:30am—Keenagers 

Picnic Shelter or Fellowship Hall 
Bring your own lunch and fellowship. 

@ 6:00pm—UMM 
Picnic Shelter or Fellowship Hall 

A box meal will be provided, please contact  
Russell Golds 336-973-4941. 

@ 6:30pm—UMW 
Fellowship Hall or Ecclesia Room + Zoom 

Attend in-person, computer or phone. 
To participate via Zoom, please contact  

Sherry Mabry, 336-927-4332. 

Hal, Seth,  
& Cindy Wilson 
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all funds giving report 

09/27  $   3,180.00 

10/04           $ 11,625.99 

10/11  $   9,225.00 

10/18  $   2,485.00 

contact us 
Pastor: Karen Roberts 

karenroberts@wilkes.net 

Youth: Donnie & Angila Thornton 
dthornton7530@gmail.com 

Choir/Handbells: Jim Brooks 
jimbrooks973@gmail.com 

Organist/Pianist: Cathy Freeman 
contact church office 

Secretary: Regina Koons 
wumcadmin@wilkes.net 

Treasurer: Glenda Pierce 
treasurer@wilkes.net 

 
Tuesdays, until further notice.   

If needed prior, please email Glenda  
or contact the church office. 

Administrative Council meeting 
minutes and Treasurer Reports  
are available in the Sanctuary  
narthex and on our website  

(via the Newsletter link). 

STEWARDSHIP 
God has blessed each of us with the 
opportunity to give of ourselves 
through our tithes and offerings. 
Your faithful giving helps enable the 
church in meeting the needs of this 
ministry. The stewardship of this 
church family is commendable and 
an incredible blessing during the 
unique time we are in. Thank you! 
 By mail: WUMC, PO Box 197, 

Wilkesboro NC 28697 
 Giving Online via our church 

website on the homepage. 
 Automatic bank draft via your 

personal bank. 

“From Our Pastor” article continued from page 1. 

A few things I have gleaned from our survey is that we are al-
most evenly split over whether we are ready to come back to in-person 
worship. The decision, however, is not as simple as asking for your prefer-
ence. We must also consider insurance, ventilation restrictions, staff safe-
ty, precautions and their cost factors, and a willingness by all of us to com-
ply. What the survey showed is that most who do want to come back, are 
only comfortable doing so if everyone takes precautions: pre-entrance 
temp screenings, distance seating directed by ushers, mandatory masks, 
no physical contact with others. However, it also showed that we have 5-
10% of our congregation that will not or will be hesitant to follow those 
precautions. Of those who responded, 56% said they would not come back 
to worship if they saw folks disregard the precautions and another 30% 
said they were unsure if they would return. I witnessed this in another 
congregation recently that attempted their first in-person gathering. Three 
people showed up and refused to wear masks. The next Sunday the size of 
the congregation had decreased by 50%. People will not come if they do 
not feel safe.  

One thing that most agreed upon is that we need to see a reduction in 
new cases both locally and at the state level before we are comfortable 
moving forward. We are not seeing that happen right now so for the im-
mediate future we will continue to worship virtually, and we will constant-
ly be assessing this decision. We will be looking for new ways to engage 
with one another safely and to continue to be the vital congregation that 
we have always been. These are challenging days, but they are days held 
firmly in the hand of God and I know God will sustain us.  

Thanks be to God, 
Pastor Karen 

ANNUAL CHARGE CONFERENCE 
Sunday, November 15th at 6:00p.m.  

All Administrative Council members are expected  
to attend and all others are welcome.  

To learn more about Charge Conference or  
about leadership structure within The United Methodist Church,  

visit: www.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-charge-conference.  

Due to COVID-19 restrictions we will meet in the following way: 
1. Meetings will be held in the Sanctuary so that we can properly socially 

distance from one another. We will also be on Zoom for those who are 
not comfortable/able to meet in person. 

2. Temperature and screening will take place as you arrive - PLEASE do 
not come if you have been exposed to COVID or Flu, if you have/are 
run/running a temperature, have symptoms such as muscle aches, fa-
tigue, congestions, STAY HOME and join us by Zoom. Let's remember 
to be considerate of our neighbors and strive for safety.  

3. Masks will be required. 
4. We will use the sound/media system so voices can easily be under-

stood. 

PECANS & KNIVES  
Contact Phyllis Austin if you plan to purchase pecans AND/OR Knives ASAP 
(Phone 336-921-3957; Text 336-262-7532; ncaustins@wilkes.net):   

 $12/halves; $11/pieces; $9/chocolate covered. Christian Friendship Class 

 Orders for RADA Knives must be made no later than November 10th. 
UMW 

http://wilkesboroumc.com/Contributions
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-charge-conference
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HAND IN HAND MINISTRY 
CHANGE is definitely the word these days!  Though our Hand In Hand Ministry calendar is going though 
many changes, our ministry is still very active in Moravian Falls Elementary School.  Instead of a com-
munity Prayers Around the School on site—we had a Pray Where You Are event, instead of hosting the 

Back to School breakfast at the church—we had a drop off breakfast for the staff on a rotational schedule at the 
school (without us there!), instead of a Prayer Partner Social—we had to meet one on one with our partners via 
phone calls, face time, emails or individual meetings in a socially distanced space!  Much has indeed changed. 
Russell Golds headed a team for Make a Difference Day to clean up flower beds at the school on Saturday, Oc-
tober 17th.  Tanya Shire headed up our Paper Drive with the biggest order ever that was delivered October 
21st.  We put together a blessings cart with fresh fruit, snacks, drinks, and a blessings jar with prayers and up-
lifting messages for the staff.  This cart was rolled around the school for about 2 weeks for the teachers to have 
an uplifting surprise during the day. [   Cindy Winslow organized a workshop to make 250 Halloween Monster 
Treat bags to be delivered to the students October 30th.   

Unfortunately, our only fundraiser, our Soups, Salads, and Sweets meal has been canceled.  Monies raised in 
that event would buy Walmart gift cards for needy families from MFES for Christmas.  If you would like to sup-
port this cause, please indicate Christmas Families on your gift to WUMC. 

Change is hard—we all know how difficult this time is for all of us.  The most recent biggest change happened 
October 20th when ALL students back in public schools daily.  Please continue to pray for all Wilkes County stu-
dents and staff.  This has been an unbelievably challenging change for parents, students and staff.   

I cannot convey the true sense of appreciation that the MFES staff has but I can tell you that this ministry and 
all of the hands and feet of Wilkesboro United Methodist Church have made a tremendous impact on so many.   

“Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered.” Proverbs 11:55 

I will leave you with the closing 
words of Lester Holt on NBC 
Nightly News: “Take care of your-
self & each other.” 
In appreciation, Jane S Joines 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY—UMW 
One thing I have loved from the first day walking into 
Wilkesboro United Methodist Church was feeling God’s 
presence and the love of the people. For the first time in 
my adult life I felt like yes, Christian’s can be united. I 

mean the Methodist even put it on their signs so it had to be true. I wanted 
to be a part of a United Church. Well we know that Christian’s are not per-
fect and so no Church is perfect or always united but we can strive to be and 
I believe that of WUMC. 

I open this article with this as a backdrop to share that this past year I have 
personally really struggled feeling united with anything or anyone. I am usu-
ally the last person to submit my newsletter article to Regina due to not be-
ing able to slow my mind down to focus on one thing long enough to com-
plete it. I love to crochet, I love to read, I love to get with other people with 
a common goal or objective. This year started out with me being sick and 
missing out on a lot and then simultaneously the pandemic of Covid-19 hit. 
Then I had a personal traumatic moment where the affects and effects of it 
are still with me. I have been so discombobulated and have not crocheted 
one thing and read very few books this year. Today [10/21], I was reminded 
by a good friend that God is in control and He is not in chaos. Duh, I know 
that so why have I been operating as if I didn’t? I have put so much pressure 
on myself in many areas of my life I guess trying to prove to everyone I “am 
woman, hear me roar.” I put off doing the newsletter article thinking I have 
to be all together, spiritual and uplifting to everyone. Well today I am giving 
up that thought process and letting God have his job back. I know that God 
is in control of everything so I am going back to that truth that I seemed to 
have wandered from. So, I encourage you (with the encouragement given to 
me) that when you are out of sorts look upwards to God, when you think 
you are the only one facing something alone remember that God faced it 
first and when you think everything around you is chaotic, ask Him to put 
order back into your life. He is the only one that can hold us up when we are 
falling and He is the only one that can drown out all the chaos so we are 
able to listen to Him. Thank you God that you have me in the palm of your 
hand and for loving me and my brothers and sisters. ~ Sherry Mabry 
Upcoming Group Events, page 1—UMW meeting Tuesday, November 10. 

MEN’S MINISTRY—UMM 
The 'Save the Sign 
Campaign' initiated 
by UMM is off to a 

good start with half of needed 
funds donated [10/20]. If you 
want to donate, please make gift 
payable to WUMC with 'Sign' in 
the memo. The UMM hope the 
total expense of sign repair will 
be donated by the time the sign 
is back in place.  

Upcoming Group Events,  
page 1—UMM meeting Tuesday, 

November 10.  
The group will follow Covid19 

guidelines by wearing a mask and 
social distancing. 

MISSION PROJECT: SEWING BEE 
Christmas masks are 
available for a suggest-
ed donation of $5/
mask. Since one size 

does not fit all, we have 2 adult 
sizes and 4 youth sizes (2-5, 6-7, 9
-11, and 12-14).  Contact Tanya 
Shire 336-927-0911, or Mary Hen-
derson 336-838-3969 to order. 
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WILKESBORO  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

exists to share the good news of Jesus Christ,  
comfort the troubled and embrace God’s love.

Sundays 
10:00am Sunday School via Zoom 
11:00am Worship via Live Stream 
Wednesdays 
  6:30pm Bible Study via Zoom 

non-profit org. 
US postage 

P A I D 
permit #5002 

wilkesboro nc 

Wilkesboro United Methodist Church  

309 W. Main Street / PO Box 197, Wilkesboro, NC  28697  

Office: (336)818-0552 * Mon.-Fri. 9am—3pm 

www.wilkesboroumc.com  

The Witness Monthly Newsletter—November 2020 

Return Services Requested 

Enclosed insert includes: Supply Drive, Toy Store, Amen 
Corner, November Celebrations & Prayer Concerns. 

NOVEMBER 2020 
1 Sun 2:00a Daylight Saving Time Ends 

  10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 
  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 

4 Wed 6:30p Bible Study via Zoom 
8 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 

  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 
  3:00p Laity Service Awards [virtual], p. 1 

9 Mon 2—7p Blood Drive, p. 4 
10 Tue 11:30a Keenagers, p. 1 

  6:00p UMM, p. 1, 3 
  6:30p UMW, p. 1, 3 

11 Wed 6:30p Bible Study via Zoom 
15 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 

  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 
  6:00p Annual Charge Conference, p. 2 

17 Tue 6:30p SPRC 
18 Wed 6:30p Bible Study via Zoom 
22 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 

  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 
25 Wed NO Bible Study via Zoom 
26 Thu   Happy Thanksgiving! 

      Church Office Closed (day of & day after) 27 Fri 
29 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 

  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 

Updates and communication are pro-
vided via Letters from Our Pastor on 
www.WilkesboroUMC.com, email/
mail, and occasional phone tree mes-
sages as needed to help each other 
Stay Connected! Contact the church 

office, should you need help connecting :) 

reach out to each other: By phone, by postal mail, by 
email—reach out sharing expressions of love, encourage-
ment, and prayers. Simply let someone know you are 
thinking of them. Contact the church office for addresses 
or phone numbers for church family if needed. 

sunday school class: Join Jan Taylor and friends at 10am 
for class via Zoom.  To obtain the direct meeting link or  
phone number to dial in, please contact the church office. 

sunday worship:  Join Pastor Karen and Jim Brooks for 
livestream Worship at 11am on the church’s Facebook 
page. The video of each worship service is available on the 
church’s YouTube channel.   

wednesday night bible study: Connect with others by 
participating in a Bible Study via Zoom.  A direct link or 
phone number to attend at 6:30pm on Wednesdays is 
shared each week on Monday by email/mail.  

STAY CONNECTED 

       DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 
          Sunday, November 1, 2020 
         @ 2am 
 set clocks back one hour 

 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
November 9th 

2PM—7PM 
@ Wilkesboro Baptist 
Church, 300 W. Main St. 

 

redcrossblood.org 

1-800-RED CROSS  
(1-800-733-2767) 

walk-ins welcome 
 

Co-sponsored by:  
Wilkesboro Baptist Church, 

Wilkesboro United  
Methodist Church, &  

Lutheran Church- 
The Atonement. 

BIBLE STUDY 
WEDNESDAYS 
@ 6:30PM   

Join in by Zoom, to explore 
the question all of us have 
asked of God at one point 
in our lives "Why?" 
Rev. Adam Hamilton brings 
us "Why: Making Sense of 
God's Will": 
10/28  Why do the innocent  
     suffer? 
11/04  Why do my prayers  
     go unanswered? 
11/11  Why can't I see God's  
     will for my life? 
11/18  Why God's love  
     prevails 

Books are available for  
purchase from Cokesbury 
or Amazon. Contact the 
church office should you 
need assistance. 

http://wilkesboroumc.com/clientimages/27250/newsletter20%2007jul%20insert.pdf
http://wilkesboroumc.com/clientimages/27250/newsletter20%2007jul%20insert.pdf
http://wilkesboroumc.com/LetterfromOurPastor31320
http://www.WilkesboroUMC.com
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected
https://www.facebook.com/WilkesboroUMC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafFXOVZaBcXfBaEdjXSuMQ
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected

